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Modal	  Verbs	  -	  The	  Funtion(s)	  of	  Modal	  Verbs	  [table]	  
	  

	  

	   may	   might	   can	  
allowed	  

to	  
(un)able	  

to	  
could	   would	   will	  

going	  
to	  

shall	   should	   must	  
have	  
to	  

	  
intentions	  

	  
	   ✓	   	   	   	   ✓	   	   ✓	   ✓	   	   	   	   	  

	  
permission	  

	  
✓	   	   ✓	   ✓	   	   ✓	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
ability	  

	  
	   	   ✓	   	   ✓	   ✓	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
spontaneous	  

offers	  
	  

	   	   ✓	   	   	   	   	   ✓	   	   ✓	   	   	   	  

	  
suggestions	  

	  
	   	   	   	   	   ✓	   	   	   	   ✓	   ✓	   	   	  

	  
requests	  

	  
✓	   	   ✓	   	   	   ✓	   ✓	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
possibility	  

	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   ✓	   	   	   ✓	   ✓	   	  

	  
obligation	  

	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   ✓	   ✓	   ✓	  

	  


